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TO THE

REV. HERBERT MARSH,

JIT is impossible for me to

express to you, the pleasant sensations I

have experienced, whilst lately reading a

little tract, from your pen, intitled, AN
INQUIRY INTO THE CONSEQUENCES OF

NEGLECTING TO GIVE THE PRAYER-
BOOK WITH THE BIBLE. The perusal .of

this little work, induced me to purchase

your correspondence with Mr. Vansittart

on the same subject ; together with your
Sermon preached in St. Paul's Church,,

London, on June 13, 1811.- You may
B



easily conceive then, with what real de-

light and satisfaction I observed; that, ia

these writings, you contend for this prin-

ciple, "true religion cannot be found by
the Bible alone." The soundness of this

doctrine was originally contested by Lu-

ther
; and as you well know, has been a

subject of dispute between Catholics and

Protestants, from that period to the pre-

sent time. Allow me then to congratulate

with you and religion, on the bold and

manly manner, in which you have giveu

up this vital principle of Protestantism.

To err is the common accident of our na-

ture but to acknowledge error, is the act

of the hero and the saint !

In passing a cursory glance over your
little work, the INQUIRY, I cannot tell

you how pleased I am with the position, by
which you advance to the subject,

" Who-

ever objects to the British and Foreign
Bible Society, is invariably asked, Where

is the harm in giving away a Bible? I will

answer, therefore, by saying, None what-
ecer. On the contrary, the more widely



the Scriptures are disseminated, the greater,

in all respects, must be the good pro-
duced. Having answered this question, and,

as I hope, to the satisfaction of every
member of the society, i beg leave to ask

in my turn ; Where is the harm of giving

away a Prayer Book ?"

Now, Sir ! I must candidly tellyou, that

both these sentences are instrict conformity
with my own reflections, and such as I

most earnestly wish to see impressed upon
my flock. For as you observe (page 4),

"When we consider, that there is, at pre-

sent, hardly a town, or even a village,
which is not visited by illiterate teachers,
who expound the Bible with more confi-

dence than the most profound theologian ;

it becomes doubly necessary, if we would

preserve the poor of the establishment in

the religion of their fathers, to provide
them with a safeguard against the delu-

sions of'false interpretation : under these

circumstances, you add, to leave the poor,
who without assistance cannot understand

the Scriptures, as the itinerant preachers



themselves admit by their own practice,

to leave, I say, the poor under such cir-

cumstances, to be tossed about by every
wind of doctrine, which they must be, un-

less provided with that authorised exposi-

tion of the Scriptures, which is contained

in the Liturgy is, at least in my judge-
ment such a dereliction of our duty as

churchmen, that I little expected, to hear

clergymen within the precincts of the uni-

versity, reprehend a professor of divinity,

because he contended, that the Prayer-
Book should be distributed ivith the Bible.

"

As you must know, Sir, we have al-

ways entertained, as well as yourself, a

high respect for the Liturgy : and though

we have never thought of placing it on an
"
equality with the Bible," a charge at

which you very properly spurn in page 14

of your letter to Mr. Vansittart
; yet ex-

plaining myself in yonr own words (page

j6), we "
urge the distribution of it, not

as being equal with the Bible, but as being

in conformity with the Bible."

You define the Litany (p. 4, 5, S.)> a
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book,
" which contains the doctrines of

the Bible according to its true exposition;
in which these doctrines are applied,

throughout the prayers and collects, to

the best purposes of religion, and are con-

densed in a manner which is intelligible to

all, in that excellent formulary the Church

Catechism;'' also an "authorised exposi-
tion of the Scripture which every ho-

nest churchman must believe to be the true

one ;" thirdly, a work "
in which the doc-

trine of the Trinity, the Atonements, the

Sacraments, with other doctrines of your
Church, are delivered as contained in the

Bible."

This is, then, exactly what the Liturgy
and Catechism are amongst Catholics

they are two names for the same thing. I

have given, Sir, a new edition of our

LITURGY*, accompanied with explanatory
notes

; and am not less strenuous than
yourself, that as far as Catholics are in

*
Liturgy, or a Book of Common Prayers and Admini-

stration of Sacraments, with other rites and ceremo-
nies of the Church, for the use of all Christians in the
united kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland.
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question, it should be put into their hands,

together with the Bible.

But, Sip, you will excuse me if I say>

that you have committed a great mistake,

by affirming in your note of page 17,
" that

Catholics give no Bible at all.** -By

which, I suppose, you mean to say, that

in the Catholic Church Bibles are denied to

the people. Now, at this very period of

time, in "this country, we have two Catho-

lic editions of the Bible in the press; which

moreover are printing in shilling numbers,

for the convenience of the people. One is

edited by a printer of the name of Sayers,

the other by one of the name of Hay-
dock*- both inhabitants of Manchester.

The Rev. John Worswlck, Catholic clergy-

man of Newcastle upon- Tyne, is also en-

gaged in printing a cheap edition of the

Testament, expressly for the poor. I take

no notice of other editions of the Bible

conducted^ in Ireland. A vender, more-

over, of these Bibles constantly stands, by

my permission, at the door of my own
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chapel, in London, during divine service,

soliciting subscriptions to these works.

It is true that we do not form large socie*

ties, for the purpose of distributing them

indiscriminately because we have always

conceived, like yourself, that "
the poor

without assistance cannot understand the

Scriptures." 2dly, Because putting the

Bible into the hands of such persons,
would be to expose them wantonly, to the
"
seduction of false interpretation," by

which they might "soar into the regions
of what you term abstract religion (p. 30.),
and become bewildered in their way, till, at

length, they wander to the devious passao-e

where Christianity itself becomes lost from
the view," (p. 16.). Yet, Sir, if any of

the Bible Societies feel disposed to try
our esteem for the Bible, by presenting us

some copies of a Catholic version, with or

without notes, we will
gratefully accept

and faithfully distribute them.

I therefore confidently trust, Sir, that

since we are likely to suffer much, through
your mistake, in the opinions of our
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countrymen, that you will see the neces-

sity of correcting your assertion, in the

next edition you may give of the IN-

QUIRY. You are aware that this is par-

ticularly incumbent upon you at the pre-

sent moment, when Catholics have so

much at stake, and when they are suffer-

ing So much in their reputation, by the

slanders which are daily propagated con-

cerning them, to serve some political pur-

pose. You know how credulous English-

men are their frank and open character

lays them more open than others. It was

in the reign, I think, of Charles the Se-

cond, that the peace of the Catholics was

endangered, and all London thrown into

an uproar, by a report, that five hundred

Jesuits, mounted on dromedaries, had land-

ed at Oxford, from the Lord knows where,

and were on their march to London to

attack the Protestants And perhaps it

may be within your own recollection, that

the curiosity of half England was raised,

to see a man, in a public theatre, fulfil his
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promise of getting into a quart bottle.
*

But, Sir, it is some satisfaction to reflect,

that credulity is not exclusively confined

to our own heavy climate. You may
have read, in the newspapers, within the

last twelvemonth, and I have heard the

fact since confirmed, that all the inha-

bitants of Lisbon, the ftiiiLt RigPHI,

the clergy, the nobility, and gentry-

* See an account in the Gentleman's Magazine for the

year 1749, page 42. A cotemporary French writer has also

given an entertaining account of it ;

" Mais que direz-vous

de la fougue d'un peuple qui, seduit par sa passion pour le

spectacle et pour le singulier, se laissa persiffler par un
mauvais plaisant, qui avoit fait afncher aux coins des rues

de Londres, qu'd, teljour, d, telle heure, et a tel theatre, un
homme sauteroit dans une boutcille qui put contenir unepinte.

Oui, Monsieur, les plus honnetes gens d'Angleterre se

rendirent a ce spectacle, payment I'entre'e, la salle dtoit

remplis comme un ceuf : mais tous furent attrape"s ; car

au bout d'une heure d'attente, le mauvais plaisant se pre-

senta sur le bord du theatre, et dit qu'on n'avoit pu trouver

dans tous les cabarets de Londres une bouteille qui continfc

1'exacte mesure d'une pinte, qu'ansi on demandoit pardon
aux spectateurs, et qu'on ^toit pret a leur rendre Pargent
a la porte s'ils 1'exigeoient. II disparut au meme instant.

Le parterre se voyant ainsi leurr, entra en fureur, fit

tapage, brisa les banes, les decorations ;
et il y cut uu

tumulte si grand, que les uns y perdirent leurs e'pe'es, d'au-

tres les perruques, leurs chapeaux, &c. mais 1'argent nt

peut 6tre rendu, le fourbe avoit trouv moyens de

eler sans qu'on ait jarnais pu le de'couvrir."

c
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Marshal Beresford, together with his staff,

and the officers of the English army, sta-

tioned in Lisbon, assembled on the shores

of the Tagus, and waited several hours, to

see an English officer walk across that

river in his boots : a distance of six or

seven rtiiles, and where a seventy-four line

of battle ship might sail and tack. Thus,

Sir, it often happens, that, without any

hesitation, we assent to the most improba-

ble and unnatural fabrications ; and these

anecdotes should convince us, that it is

very easy to impose any story upon men,

when their own pleasure, interest, or pre-

judices dispose them to believe it : the

more extraordinary, horrid, and unna-

tural the narrative, the more readily

they -assent to it : and you must know,

that, now a days, such facts gain more

believers, than the miracles of the gospel.

In reconducting my wandering thoughts

to your INQUIRY, I was mightily pleased to

observe, (p. 17.), that "the fundamental

principle which pervades" this work, as well

as "
the whole of your Sermon at St. Paul's,



is the necessity, on the part of churchmen,

of associating the Liturgy with the Bible."

You bear down our common ad-

versaries in this manner : (p. 18.)
" Un-

doubtedly the Bible is the sole basis of the

Church of England." Exactly in the

same sense that you take the expression,

we also say,
" the Bible is the sole basis of

Catholic doctrine."
"
Equally true," you

continue,
"

is the general proposition,

that the Bible only is the religion of the

Protestant." We also can say,_" Equally
true is the general proposition, that the

Bible only is the religion of the Catholic."

But you very properly ask, quite in the

language of Catholics,
" Are ail Protest-

ants alike in their religion ? Have we not

got Protestants of the Church of England,
Protestants of the Church of Scotland,

Protestants who hold the Confession of

Ausburg? Have we not both Arminian
and Calvinistic Protestants ? Are not

the Moravians, the Methodists, the Bap-

tists, the Quakers, and even the Jumpers,
C2
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the Drinkers, and Swedenburgians, all

Protestants? Since, therefore, Protest-

antism assumes so many different forms,

men speak quite indefinitely, if they speak

of it without explaining the particular

Itind which they mean. When I hear of a

Swedish, or a Danish Protestant, (namely
one who belongs to the church establish-

ment in those countries) I know that it

means a person, whose religion is the Bible

only ; but the Bible as expounded in the

Confession of4usburg. When I hear of a

Protestant of the Church of Holland, I

know that it means a person whose religion

is the Bible only ; but the Bible as ex-

pounded by the Synod of Dort. In like

manner, a Protestant of the Church of

England, is a person whose religion is the

Bible only ; but the Bible as expounded

by its Liturgy and Articles. How, there-

fore, can we know, if we give the Bible

only, what sort of Protestantism will be

deduced from it ?*' Indeed, Sir, I cannot

Sufficiently admire the ingenuity and mas-

terly manner in which you urge the neces-
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sity of an other rule of faith besides the

Bible only. It is a coup de grace to the

old principle of the Reformers, from which,

I think, they can never recover. And it i$

given in the true Catholic style of bold-

ness, which convinces me that you feel your
own strength.

You say (p. 21.), in the words of Chil-

lingworth, as the first Reformers did ;

"
Protestants receive nothing, as matter of

faith and religion, besides IT (namely the

Bible) and the plain, irrefragable and in-

dubitable consequences of it." You see

the objection, and you refute it, in these

few words,
" But Protestants of every

description, however various, and even op-

posite in their opinions, claim severally

for themselves, the honour of deducting
from the Bible "

irrefragable and indubi-

table consequences." The doctrine of con-

ditional salvation, is an "indubitable con-

sequence" to the Arminian. The doctrine

of absolute decrees, an "
indubitable con-.

sequence" to the Calvini$t. The doctrines
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of the Trinity, the atonement, and the

sacraments, which the Church of England
considers as

" indubitable consequences"

of the Bible, would not be so, if the Uni-

tarians, and the Quakers were right in the

consequences, which they deduce from the

Bible. But the consequences which they

deduce, appear
" indubitable" to them.

You call this Protestantism, "generalised

Protestantism,*' or c< Protestantism in the

abstract ;" and you well observe, that it is

nearly allied to apostacy from Christiani-

ty :

" a system" by which men (p. 30.)
"

soar into the regions of high Protestant-

ism, till the Church of England entirely

disappears"
" a system" by which (p. 16.)

"
many a pilgrim has lost his way, between

the portal of the temple and the altar"

"
disdaining the gates belonging only

to the priests, and approaching, at once,

the portals of the temple," they
" have

ventured, without a clue, to explore the

innermost recesses
; and have become be-

wildered in their way, till, at length, they
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havewandered to the devious passage, where

Christianity itself becomes Jost from the

view." Oh ! how charmingly, Sir, haveyou,

throughout, illustrated and enforced the

apostle's words to the Ephesians : "He gave

some^ apostles ; and someprophets ; and some,

Evangelists ; andsomepastors and teachers :

for the perfecting of the saints, for the

work of the ministry, for the edifying of
the body of Christ : fill we all come in

the UNITY of thefaith, and the knowledge

of the Son of God unto a PERFECT man,
unto the MEASURE of the stature of the

fullness of Christ ; that we henceforth be

no more children tossed to and fro, and

carried about with every wind of doctrine,

by the slight of men, and cunning crafti-

ness, whereby they lie in Wait to deceive.

But speaking the truth in love, may grow

up into him in all things which is the head

even Christ. (Ephes. iv. 1 1.)

Though I highly approve, Sir, of the

mode by which you maintain the necessity

of a Liturgy and admit tnat it was the
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only method by which the Reformers could

secure to the Bible "their interpretation"*

though I can believe that they deemed it

necessary to employ the knowledge of the

Scriptures, which (you think) they super*

* I lately listened to a sermon preached in a dissenting

Baptist-chapel in the country, on the origin of authority

and power. I say, here, nothing of the mischievous ten-

dency of the preacher's instruction either as it related

to civil or religious authority : but joining, in my way
home, an individual of the congregation, I endeavoured to

draw from him some information respecting their prac-

tices in religion. Understanding that the first Sunday in

every month, without any direction from Scripture, is ap-

pointed for receiving the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper,

my inquiry was, if all received it ?
"
No," he replied,

"
only those who, have an interest in Christ ! / .'*'

* And have you," said I,
" ever received it ?"

"
No," he

answered,
" I have not yet been baptized."

" You must
be above forty," I continued, "and don't you intend to be

baptized before you die?" " I don't know," he answered.
" But." said I,

" are you not commanded in the Bible to

be baptized ?"
" Would you not be afraid to die without

baptism?"
"
No," he repeated,

" unless I thought I had an

interest in Christ." Now this man was going home to read

his Bible ;
and a pretty hand he would he at it ! ! ! ! Is

not such a system, then, a complete reflection on com-

mon sense ? I wish every man of understanding would

attentively read the first chapter of the Epistle of St. Paul

to the Corinthians. With him, I will ask, Hath not God
made foolish the wisdom of this world? the foolishness of
God is wiser than men : and the weakness of God is stronger

than men.
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eminently possessed, in composing a system
of doctrines, which (as they thought) are

really founded on the Bible when rightly
understood ;" and then (p. 14.) claimed

the assent of the public to their interpre-

tation, on the ground of its conformity
with the original," and then "

required
all churchmen, clergy and laity, to sub-

scribe to their Liturgy, as a proof of

churchmanship," (note p. 10.) though
I can perfectly well understand you, when

you say on the same page,
"

that by the

laws of this country, the Liturgy is the

great criterion of the churchman," and

(p. 14.)
"

that it is really the bulwark of

the Established Church," and, moreover,
" that the fundamental principle which

pervades the whole of your Sermon at St.

Paul's, is the necessity, on the part of

churchmen, of associating the Liturgy
with the Bible," (p. 17.) 'though I can

comprehend all this, and am ready to

admit, that you have laboured hard and

successfully yet I cannot, by any means

D
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in my power, so bend the stubborn facul-

ties of my understanding, as to perceive

by what rule in logic, upon what principle

in ethics, you subjoin in your note of

page 29,
"
every true Protestant, when

arguing with a Catholic, must contend

for the Bible alone ! !"

Passing by this little difficulty, I can-

not help comparing you to the clove, which

finding no solid ground to rest on, re-

turned to the ark from whence it had

escaped. After fairly confessing the defec-

tiveness of the grand Protestant principle

of Luther and Chillingworth, THE BIBLE

ALONE you have, honourably to yourself

and religion, publicly returned to the old

principle of Catholics, and now contend,

with us, for that very LITURGY, which the

Reformers rejected. Your principle is

mine and we have only to guide ourselves

by it, to effect that happy union of our

respective Churches, which the learned

Dr. Shute Harrington declares to have been

"a long desired measure," and an object
"
of the anxious wishes of some of the best
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" and ablest members ofboth communions.*' I

will transcribe his words, together with a

few of my own reflections, from the

INTRODUCTION to my edition of the

LITURGY. *

" There appears to me," says he,
"

in

the present circumstances of Europe, bet-

ter grounds of hope for a successful issue

to a dispassionate investigation of the dif-

ferences which separate the two Churches

of England and of Rome, than at any

former period. With this view and these

hopes, I continue to exert my humble

efforts in this great cause of charity and

truth."

As a Catholic, I certainly cannot

assent to what this learned Bishop errone-

ously imputes to my religion ;
but in every

wish, expressing a love and desire of CA-
THOLIC UNION, I not only most sincerely

accord, but would glory to become the

servant of the servants of God, in promot-

ing that event. Nor can any thing give

* See LITURGY, OR A BOOK OF COMMON PRAYERS, &c.

Keating and Co.

D2
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me more pleasure and delight than to

transcribe the following lines of this Pre-

late to his clergy. After wrongly in-

ferring from some of the doctrines and

usages of our Church, that we counte-

nance that which is
"

idolatrous, sa-

crilegious, blasphemous, impious, and pre-

judicial to the laws and constitution of this

free empire," (for, in fact, we ahhor all

such wickedness equally with Protestants

themselves), he continues: "If, I say,

by persevering in a spirit of truth and cha*

rity, we could bring the Roman Catholics

to see these most important objects in the

same light, that the Catholics (he means

the members) of the Church of England

do, (surely, then, in truth and charity,

they will not require us to say of ourselves

what we know to be false) a very auspici-

ous opening would be made for that long

desired measure OF CATHOLIC UNION,
which formerly engaged the talents and

anxious wishes of some of the best and

ablest members of both communions.



" And what public duty of greater

magnitude can present itself to us, than

the restoration of peace and union to the

Church, by the reconciliation of two so

large portions of it, as the Churches of

England and of Rome ? What undertak-

ing of more importance and higher interest

can employ the piety and learning of the

ministers of Christ, than the endeavour to

accomplish this truly Christian work ?

What more favourable period can occur
than the present ; when gratitude on the

one hand, and mutual interest on the

other, prompt to such an accommodation ?

Gratitude, for valuable privileges already
received, and mutual interest, in oppo-
sition to an overwhelming tyranny, equally
hostile to ail ecclesiastical establishments
that are not yet subject to its infidel domi-

nation, which has at this time usurped,
or is labouring to usurp, the domination
of every state in Europe, except this happy
country, so highly favoured by a pro-

tecting Providence. If I should live to

see a foundation for such an union well



laid, and happily begun ;
if Providence

should but indulge me with a dying pros-

pect of that enlargement of the Messiah's

kingdom, which we have reason to hope
is not very remote, with what consolation

and joy would it illumine the last hour of

a long life ? With what pleasure should I

use the rapturous language of good old Si-

meon : 'Lord, nowlettest thou thy servant

depart in peace.' May that Saviour who has

left us in the record of his Gospel, his own

anxious prayer for the union of his disci-

ples, promote and prosper the blessed

work of Catholic Union."

In short, Sir, whilst you contend for

the LITURGY, as a necessary companion
to the Bible, I shall never despair of see-

ing this
"
long desired measure" brought

about since I actually consider you a

champion of the Catholic Church a de-

fender of tradition. Your own adversary,

against whom you express such bitter com-

plaints on page 15, styles it
"

the tradi-

tions offallible men." Every argument and

authority you urge against the Dissenters
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is evidence for us against the original Re-
formers : and the whole body of Catholic

and Protestant controversy will be involved

in the single question of the comparative
authorities of the two Liturgies. You have

receivedyours from the innovating hands of
the Reformers we only carry ours far-

ther back in the Christian history, and pre-
tend to have inherited it from the earlier

fathers of the Church and disciples of the

apostles. Theargument between us is simply
a contest de valore testium, on which hu-
man judgment can easily decide. You
truly say, (p. 14.)

" No doubt, the Re-
formers were fallible, like other men;
but the question is not, whether they were

fallible, but whether they failed ? not
whether they could not err, but whether

they did err ?" Now, that they did err, in

your opinion, and in the opinions of other

'churchmen, I think evident, from the fact

of your present Liturgy being a correction

of theirs. Many of the altered passages are

given in my edition of our Catholic Li-

turgy, as they originally stood.



You even admit, Sir, that many object-
"
your language savrours of Catholicity ;"

and you quote Mr. Vansittart writing to

you, as follows: "Such a claim of

equality with the Bible, the venerable and

holy men, who compiled our Liturgy,

would have disclaimed with horror. There

is no point, on which they more firmly in-

sist, than upon the complete and absolute

sufficiency of the Scriptures, in matters of

faith : this indeed is the very basis of

the Reformation ;
while the authority of

the Church in points of doctrine is no less

avowedly the foundation of Popery. The

danger of the perversion of Scripture, on

which you so much insist, is the very ar-

gument used by the Papists in the defence

of the denial of the Bible to the Laity.

And indeed to such a length do you carry

your argument, that I know not what

answer you could give to a Catholic Doc-

tor, who should justify the practice of his

Church by your authority."

This is truly, Sir, the confirmation of

all I have advanced : and you may there-
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fore observe, why I conceive myself justi-
fied in writing to you a

congratulatory
letter. To be candid with you, I have
no doubt, if you are only consistent

with yourself, but you will perceive, in

the end, that the Catholic Liturgy is better

founded than that of your established

Church. Your Liturgy, Sir, is what in

our Church we generally term TRADI-
TION DOCTRINA TRADITA. Now, as

you well know, every thing must rest

upon some foundation in argument, you
must either have, or assume a principle,
You then derive your Liturgy from the

Reformers. What does it rest
1

upon ? On
their opinions and judgment. Some may
say, on "

their interpretation of the Scrip*

tures," -and the interpretation of the

Scriptures upon their opinions, but this

would be a tirculus Fitiosus.You per-

ceive, Sir, that you are in the dilemma of
the man, who fixed the world upon the
back of a huge tortoise the tortoise he
raised on the back of an immense elephant

but he was absolutely at a loss to disco-
E
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ver what he could make the elephant stand

upon. Thus, Sir, I think you will be un-

der the necessity of carrying up the Li-

turgy, with the Catholics, beyond the

period of the Reformation, and until it

rest upon the authority of the apostles, or

their immediate disciples.

Once more, I congratulate with you

and myself, on the opposition which you
make to the BIBLE ALO^E. It was in

the persuasion, that we entertain a com-

mon sentiment on this subject, that

I determined to publish and dedicate to

you a Sermon well calculated, as I con-

ceive, to strengthen all those arguments

you have advanced in your own publica-

tions. Praying God, that it may be only
a prelude to a union of sentiments on other

points, it is respectfully inscribed to you,

By your very obedient

Humble Servant,

PETER GANDOLPHY.

London, Dec. J, 1812.
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ON THE

INADEQUACY OF THE BIBLE.TO BE AN
EXCLUSIVE RULE OF FAITH,

INSCRIBED TO THE

REF. "HERBERT MARSH, F. R. S.

Margaret ProfessorofDivinity in the University ofCambridge,

From thy infancy thou hast known the

Holy Scriptures, which can instruct thee

to Salvation, by the faith which is in

Christ Jesus. 2 Epis. Tim. iii. 15.

JNoTHiNG is more astonishing than to

see men strenuously contending for that,

which, admitted as a principle, must either

prove that the religion of Jesus Christ is

unnecessary for salvation, or convict the

Creator of a direct injustice towards his

E2
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creature : I mean that of offering sal-

vation to him through a channel, hy

which, in his physical and natural state,

it would be impossible for him to attain to

it. Suppose the royal mercy, for instance,

held out only to such criminals, as could

explain a difficult problem or parable

would it not be to sport with every thing

sacred and important among men ? Would

not every one exclaim against a magistrate,

or government, charged with such con-

duct? Could then such be the act and

proceeding of the Deity ? My Brethren,

the principle to which I direct my ob-

servation, is no other than the grand and

fundamental maxim of the Protestant Re-

formation ; which imports, that the Sacred

Scriptures are divinely made the single

and exclusive authority from which men
are to learn their religion. Chiliingworth,

who has figured so conspicuously in con-

troversy, thus expresses himself on the

subject :
"

I * do not understand the doc-

* The Religion of Prot. chap. 6.
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trine
4 of Luther, Calvin, or Melancthon,

nor the Confession of Ausburg*, or Geneva,
nor the Catechism of Heidelburg, nor the

Articles of the Church of England ; nor
the harmony of Protestant Confessions

;

but that wherein they all agree, hut that

which they all subscribe with a greater

harmony, as a perfect rule of their faith

and notions
; that is the Biblethe Bible,

I say, the BIBLE ONLY is the religion of

Protestants." Another Protestant autho-

rity
*

says, that "no Protestant esta-

blishment can subsist on any other base
than this, that the Scriptures are the only
rule of faith." And the 6th Article of the
Church of England declares, that "

Holy
Scripture containeth all things necessary
to salvation." Both Luther | and Calvin J
inculcated this doctrine.

*
Critical Review, 1808.

f Lib. de Serv. Arbit. cont. Erasm. 1 Edit.

t L. 4. Inst. c. 9.--Dr. Barrington, Bishop of Durham,
in one of his (Charges to his Clergy, says, The Scriptures
ought to be to all men, both the rule of their faith and
the guide of their practice." Dr. Clarke, in a speech be-
lore the University of Cambridge, December 12, 181 1,



My Brethren, the question, therefore,

before us, is whether the holy Scriptures be

the oniy Christian rule of faith, and con-

sequently that authority from which the

nations of the earth are exclusively to

learn the Chiistian religion. You will

grant then, if I prove, as I engage to do,

that they form no such rule and authority,

used these words : '-'I as a member and as a minister of

the Church of England, do not hesitate to declare, as soon

as it shall be proved, that the distribution of the Bible

alone, is hostile to the interests of the Established Church,

then, and then only, be that Church subverted." Mr.

Yiu^ittart, Vice-President of the Bible Society, in his

primed Letter to Dr. Marsh, defends " the complete and

absolute sufficiency of the Scriptures, in matters of faith,

as " the very basis of the Reformation." Lastly* Dr.

Herbert Marsh himself, admits that " the ~Bible vnly is

the religion of the Protestant.
r
(Inquiry, page W.) This

is so essentially the principle of Protestantism, that the

Doctor declares, on page 21 of the same work, that " the

title of Protestant can be refused to no one, who appeals

to the Bible alone.
7 ' He defines these Protestants,

" who
admit of no reference to any particular creeds, generalised

Protestants : and calls the religion generalised Pro-

testant i.Mii, or Protestantism in the abstract.'" It may be

supposed, then, that which does admit of "particular
creeds" should be termed concrete Protestantism ! ! Most

undoubtedly, it I were to chuse, I would prefer the for-

mer, since 1 can conceive nothing so inconsistent as

concrete Protestantism,
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that I shall have subverted the grand and

moving principle of the Protestant Re-

formation, and consequently Protestantism

itself.

I will reduce my objections against

this rule or authority within the narrow

limits of the following argument^ God,
in presenting a form of religion to man,

evidently intended to present him with one

suited to his nature. But if he has pre-

sented him one, that is only adapted to the

educated part of his race, he has not pre-

sented him with one suited to his nature
;

therefore, as the holy Scriptures are an

authority only suited to the educated part

of our species, it could not have been the

design of God, to make them the very
foundation of that religion, which, in his

divine wisdom, he prescribed to man.

Hence I draw my objection from the fact,

that God, in these circumstances, would

have exacted an impossibility from the

creature. For as man exists as much his

creature in the wilds of deserts, as in the
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schools of science, such a proceeding

would have no other effect than that of

tantalizing him : nay, would he a most

grievous act of injustice on the part of

God. The wretched creature might retort

in this language ;
" Thou mightest with

equal propriety command me to fly, the?

I have no wings ;
thou hast exacted of me

what, in reality, it does not depend

upon me to perform." And when we take

into calculation, all, whose circumstances

prove an insuperable obstacle, what a large

majority of the human race does it com-

prise !

Before I proceed to put you in fuller

possession of the subject, I will just state

the nature of that religious authority,

which God has really dispensed to men,

and which has ever formed the rule of faith

among Catholics in every part of the

world
;

it is simply, that from the ascen-

sion of our Lord, there has been, and ever

will be, a society of Christians, called a

CHURCH; from which men may derive
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every instruction and assistance necessary
for salvation. " I build my Church "

said

Jesus Christ,
" and against if the gates of

hell shall never prevail. (Matt. xvi. 18.)

By this system, my Brethren, we are

all placed upon a perfect equality : having
been endowed by nature with the organs
of

hearing and speech, we are enabled to

receive and express ideas without the aid of

education/ He, who is read in books, may
take the unlettered savage by the hand, and
both together learn from the Minister those

truths, which were to be taught to the little,

(Matt. ix. 5.) as well as to the wise. Here
the philosopher, the monarch, a^nd the slave,
in one common theme of admiration, may
praise the equity of that Creator and so-

vereign Judge, who has made virtue equally
attainable to all. The heathen of China
and Japan may study the religion of the

Christian, and learn it by the aid of in-

terpreters. The unlettered Laplander

may communicate it to his family in his

secluded cave.

F
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My Friends, in order to shew that an

acquaintance with letters is not essential to

the knowledge of the Christian religion,

I will engage by actual experiment to

prove, that if twenty persons of equal ta-

lents be produced, all ignorant of the art

of reading, one excepted, within three days

I will communicate to the unlettered nine-

teen, a knowledge of all those necessary

truths and mysteries of the Christian reli-

gion, which the biblical student shall not

acquire, froni his Bible only, at the expira-

tion of the twelvemonth I will venture to

add, at the end of his life, however pro-

tracted. In naming three clays, I have

greatly extended the time that would be

essentially necessary. For where the heart

is already disposed, a much shorter period

would be sufficient. Reflect how few in

the earlier ages of Christianity were ever

taught to read :* comparatively speaking,

perhaps, not one in ten thousands. Be-

sides, if essential to the knowledge of re-

ligion, would not the Scriptures them-
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selves have particularly directed our atten-

tion to that object ? yet Jesus Christ sent

Saul to Ananias: (Ads ix. 11.) the an-

gel referred Cornelius to the apostle : (Acts

x - 5.) and Jesus has pronounced those

exclusively blessed, Who hear the word

ofGod and keep it" (Luke xi. 28.)

There may be many present, whom I

have had the happiness thoroughly tojn-

struct in religion yet, have I done it with

books ? You have heard me deliver from
this pulpit, instructions on all points of

doctrine, yet I have read little from the

Bible to you ; and believe I can say for

myself, that, before I had read a chapter
of the Bible, I knew my religion. My
Friends, I will go as far as to assert, that
if we had never found the use of letters,
or should ever be deprived of that noble

discovery, the Christian religion would
lose nothing essential to its existence, and
the whole moral system of faith, as it is

practised and professed by Catholics, com-

prehending the administration of all the

Fz
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sacraments, might be handed down to

posterity, as inviolate and unchanged in

every material point, as it subsists at pre-

sent. I am not so -weak as to undervalue

the discovery of letters I have styled it a

noble discovery, and will allow it the pre-

cedence among human inventions. But if

I praise, in the same manner, many other

discoveries and inventions, for instance,

the invention of a watch or a coach

does it follow that we could not dispense

with these luxuries ? How did our fore-

fathers contrive ? Thus the system of re-

ligion, among Catholics, is independent of

the accidental inventions of man, and suited

to him in his natural state of existence.

Nay, provided there be no moral obstacle

in the individual, the full benefit of it may
be reaped, however physically imperfect

he may be. The new born infant and ex-

piring age, are equally the objects of its

benedictions.

Returning then to the fundamental prin*

ciple of Protestantism, namely, that the
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Bible, in print or manuscript, is the only
rule of faith and basis of religion, j

De-
scribed by God to men *, I n.ust reject
it on the ground, that .t wo- d be charg-

ing the Deity with the . folly and injustice
of binding mankind to a religion, unat-

tainable to the far greater part, and which
in the course of possibilities might be im-

practicable to all. Now to acci.se God
of imposing on men the obligation to an

impossibility, would be to place the Di-

vine Lawgiver in a situation, where no
human legislator would consent to be
found. For surely none require to be told,
that a book is only useful to those who
can read and purchase it

; what kind of

* Tho' Luther, Calvin, and 'the other leaders of the Re-

formation, assumed to themselves the liberty of making
the Bible only their reiigion, they universally* refused the
same

privilege to their followers. Thus Luther insisted
that his Catechism should be taught.Calvin burnt Ser-
vetus for

explaining his faith by the Bible. The Church
of England forced every clergyman to swear to the 39 Ar-
titicles and every laic to learn the Church Catechism:
and countenanced the infliction of the severest penalties
on such as interpreted the Bible according to the principles
of Socinus.
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a help would it even be to you, if through

some awkward circumstance you had

never received any education ? And

how many Protestants have there been,

and are still living, who have never had

this advantage ? Were the Bible only the

religion of Christians, I maintain, that

should they come into the world, already

endowed from their mothers wombs, with

the talent of reading as birds are self-

instructed to form their own nests to

swim and fly even then would they be

insecure, unless they were also born with

a Bible in their hands, already print-

ed in that particular dialect and language

they were afterwards to learn, as they ad-

vanced towards manhood. Besides, what

would bt the course of proceeding, should

these Bibles be burnt in a general con-

flagration ? Would all have money and

means to procure others *
? And if unable,

* In the reign of Edward 1st. the price of a fair written

Bible was 37 pounds ;
which ifwe judge by the comparative

price of labour, would be now equal to 380 pounds 11

shillings ;
for the hire of a labourer was then 3 pence
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would they remain without religion ? Foi

the Bible only is said to be the religion of
Protestants.

There is a Society in this kingdom which

acting very consistently on this Protest-

ant principle, most charitably printed at

a great expence, thousands and tens of

thousands of copies of the Bible, translat-

ed we must suppose correctly into various

languages and with a zeal, that deserved

a better success, sent them to nations

which had them not. Unfortunately
however these nations had never been

taught to read, at least in the language
of these Bibles, and though they were

born with good understandings, like other

halfpenny per day. The purchase of a Bible would of

course have heen equal to the earnings of 2537 days,

which, excluding the Sundays, would have filled up the

term of 8 years and 33 days. Now, putting the value of

a labourer's hire at the present day, as low as 3 shillings
a day, it would amount in 2537 days to the sum of 380

pounds 1 1 shillings ; which would be the value of the

Bible And what would the price have been, if there Jbad

been no Monks ? ! !
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men, it was the same, as if pearls had been

thrown to swine. In which circumstance

we have to account for an incongruity,

unobservable in the other works of the

Deity And thus, although the people

were well disposed, the Society have

found it impossible to give their charita-

ble zeal an effect.

How different was the termination of

the labours of the apostles ! How differ-

ent is the success attending a Catholic

Missioner, acting on Catholic principles,

or in the name of the Catholic Church of

Christ. As soon as he has contrived to

render himself intelligible to the natives, he

announces himself an apostle or minister

of that Church, and calls upon them to

say, whether they will receive him in that

character or not. He unfolds to them the

grand motives of credibility, together

with the circumstance of the fall and re-

demption of man. He pledges the unity,

the sanctity, the catholicity and the apos-

tolicity of that Church in whose name he
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preaches He speaks to them of the sa-

cred and inspired scriptures, encourages
the more enlightened to qualify them-
selves for their perusal : and assure* them
that his whole doctrine will be con-
firmed by their testimony. In fine, he
calls upon them, to say, if they will receive

him in his apostolic character or not If

they consent, he immediately instructs

them in all the truths and mysteries of
the Christian religion as I instruct you :

If they refuse, he attends to the directions

of Jesus Christ to his apostles, (Matt. x.

14-.) and whosoever shall not receive you,
nor hear your words, going forth, out

of that house or city, shake the dust from
your feet.

But some perhaps will object
" Would

not every nation be thus exposed to the

deceit of impostors ?" My Brethren, there

is no instance of an entire nation being
thus deceived and there are certain signs

by which the understanding may correctly

judge of any religious doctrine ; which

G
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are its excellence and consistency. What

human motive could urge men, in con-

tempt of every danger and sacrifice, to

preach the religion of the cross ? Besides,

abscinding from the idle fancy of any one

acting the impostor in the capacity of a

delegate, it is unusual to send a missioner,

singly, to announce the Gospel to any na

tion : it is therefore the concurring testi-

mony of several that commands attention.

The Lord, writes the Evangelist, (Luke

x. 1.) appointed also other seventy
-two ;

and fit sent them two and two before hisface

into every city and place.

But, my Brethren, since you have urged
this difficulty as an objection, permit me
to retort and call upon you to say, how,
in the first instance, any people are to dis-

tinguish <vhat a Bible is. We will sup-

pose that a vessel freighted in part by the

Bible Society is shipwrecked upon the

African shore, and that a copy of the Bi-

ble, together with a Common-Prayer- Book

and Milton's Paradise Lost, have fallen
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into the hands of some of the heathen-

ish natives : we will moreover suppose,
either that they have been transcribed in-

to the language of that country, or that

by the means of an English prisoner, who
had once lived amongst them, some of

these savages have been taught to read and

understand these works. In these circum-

stances they would read and admire them

but how would they distinguish that one

was more divine than another? The

prayers and explanatory articles of religion

would be preferred to the epistles of St.

Paul; because more intelligible : the po-

etry of Milton,would be considered more

sublime than that of the inspired Brophet:
his history of man's fall more complete,
move connected and interesting than the

Mosaic account. In short, if a compari-
son be made by the savage, it would be in

favour of that work which is human, and

nothing will he discover, which can indi-

cate to him that the Bible only contains

the word of God." But how wholly per.

G 2
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plexed would he be, were he to attempt to

form his religion by it ! No ! not a step

can he advance unless he first call in tra-

dition to his assistance unless he address

himself to one, who being already instruct-

ed, is able to direct him. With the Eu-

nuch of Queen Candace he will exclaim,

how can I understand, unless some one shew

me? (Acts vii'i. 31.) Who then so proper

as a minister of the Gospel? BEHOLD
THE CATHOLIC RULE OF FAITH !

But you will object ;

" these savages

would be thus exposed to deceit and impo-
sition." Once more then I will retort^the

objection How are they to know that the

Bible is the true rule of faith or that

what is put into their hands tor the inspired

word of God, has not been equally exposed

to the sly tricks of imposition ? What se-

curity 'Would they have, that they possess-

ed a pure unirmtilated copy ? None in

fact, since even the wiser ones have not

been proof against such attempts, but have

been the victims of deception. What in-
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deed can afford security against imposi-
tion, when the very founders of Protest-

antism, when those who so loudly advo-
cated the grand principle of the Reforma-

tion, were the first to lay their sacrilegious
hands on this sacred volr.me, and dared to

efface, change, and mutilate a text, writ-

ten by the unerring finger of God. What

security have you at present, when these

Biblical champions come forward and tell

you, that the Bible is to be your only rule

of faith, and yet upon you, who have eyes

taught to read and examine, impose their

mutilated editions thus making their own
inventions pass for the inspired word of

God*.

*As the heretical Luther took the lead in the reformation
ofreligion, so also he led the way in the sacrilegious work of

corrupting tie Scriptures. In the Dutch translation which
he gave of the Bible he wholly omitted the 7th verse of

the 5th chapter of the first epistle of St. John. But let

Protestants themselves speak on the subject.
"
Zuinglius writes thus to Luther, concerning his corrupt

translation; Thou corruptest the word of God (O Luther);
thou art seen to be a manifest and common corrvpter and

perverter of the holy Scripture; how much are ice ashamed

of thee, who have hitherto esteemed thee beyond all measure,
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My Friends, I conceive nothing more

can be necessary, to convince you, that

and prove thee to be such a man ! (Zuing. t. 2. ad Luth,

Jb. de S.)

Luther's Dutch translation of the Old Testament, especi-

ally of JOB and the PROPHETS, has, its blemishes, says Kec-

kerman, and those no small ones. Neither are the blemishes

in his .new Testament to be accounted small ones ; one of

which is, his omitting and wholly leaving out this text in

St. Jo/w's Epistle ; There are Three who give testimony in

heaven
; the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost, and these

Three are One. (Keckerman Syst. 8. Theol. lib. 2. p. 188.

1. S. Job 5. 7.) Again, in Rom. iii. 28. he adds the word

(ALONE) to the text, saying, We account a man to be justi-

fied by faith ALONE, without the works of the law. Of which

intolerable corruption being admonished, he persisted ob-

stinate, and wilful, saying, So I will, so I command; let my
will be instead of reason, $c. Luther will have it so ; and at

last thus concludes; The word (ALONE) must remain in my
view Testament, although all the Papists run mad, they shall

not take itfrom thence ; it grieves me that I did not add also

those other two words, OMNIBUS & OMNIUM, sine omnibus

operibus, omnium legum ; without (all) works of (all) laws.

(Tom. 5. Germ. fol. 141. 144.)

Again, in requital to Zuinglius, Luther rejects the Zuin-

glian translation, terming the authors in matter of Divinity,

Fools, Asses, Antichrists, Deceivers, $c. and, indeed, not

without cause ; for what could be more deceitful and anti-

christian, than instead of our Saviour's words, (This is my
body,} to translate, This signifies my body, as Zuinglius did,

in order to maintain his figurative signification of the
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the common instructor of mankind this

words, and cry down Christ's Heal Presence in the Blessed

Sacrament. (See Zuing. torn. 2. ad. Luth. lib. de Sacr. fol.

388, 389.)

When Froscheverus, the Zuinglian printer of Zurick,

sent Luther a Bible translated by the Divines there ; he

would not receive it; but, as Hospinian and Lavatherus

witness, sent it back, and rejected it. (Hosp. Hist. Sacrara.

Part. ult. fol. 183. Lavath. Hist. Sacram. L 32.)

The Tigurine translation was in like manner so distaste-

ful to other Protestants, that the Elector of SAXONY in great

anger rejected it, and placed Luther's translation in room

thereof. (Hospin. in Concord. Discord, fol. 138.)

Beza. reproves the translation set forth by CEcolfimpadius,

and the Divines of Basil ; affirming, that the Basil trans-

lation is in many places wicked, and altogether differingfrom

the mind of the Holy Ghost.

Castalio's translation is also condemned by Beza*, as be-

ing sacrilegious, wicked, and ethnical; insomuch that Cas-

talio wrote a special treatise in defence of it
; in the Preface

of which he thus complains: Some reject our LATIN and

French translations of the Bible, not only as unlearned, but

also as wicked, and differing in many placesfrom the mind of

the Holy Ghost. (* In Respons. ad Defens. &c. Respons.

Castal. in Test. 1556, in Praef. &c. in Annot. in Mat. 3. &
4. Luc. 2. Act. 8. & 10. 1. Cor. l.)

That learned Protestant, Molin&us, affirming of CaL-

em's translation, that Calvin in his Harmony, makes the text

of the Gospel to leap up and down; he uses violence to the
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account that we do not indiscriminately

letter vfthe Gospel : and besides this, adds to the text. (Mo-

lin.in sua Traaslat. Nov. Test. Part. 12. fol. 110.)

And touching Beza's translation, (which our English

especially follow) the same Molinceus* charges him, that

he actually changes the text ; giving likewise several in-

stances of his corruptions. Castalio also, a learned Cal-

vini*t, (as Osiander says) and skilful in the tongues, repre-

hends Beza, in a book wholly written against his corrup-

tions; and says further, f I will not note all his errors, for

that would require too large a volume. (* In Test. Part. 20.

30. 40. 64. 05. 66. 74. 99, & Part. 8. 13. 14. 21. 23. fin

Defens. Trans, p. 170.)

In short, Bucer, and the Osiandrians, rise up against

Luther for false translations; Luther against Munster ;

Beza against Castalio ; and Castalio against Beza ; Calvin

against Servetus ; Illyricus both against Calvin and Beza.

Staphylus and Emserus noted, in Luther's Dutch transla-

tion of the New Testament only, about one thousand four

hundred heretical corruptions. And thus far in respect to

the confessed corruptions in foreign Protestant transla-

tion (See Lind, Dub. pag. 84, 85. 96, 98.)

If you desire a character of our English Protestant

versions, pray be pleased to take it from the words of these

following Protestants ; some of the most zealous and
pre-r

cise of whom, in a certain treatise, entitled, A Petition

directed to his most Excellent Majesty King JAMES the First

complain, That our translation of the Psalms, comprised in

cur BOOK OF COMMON-PRAYER, doth in addition., subtraction,
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what should be your degree of astonish-

and alteration, differ from the truth of the HEBREW, in at

least tzvo hundred /ace.?." It two hundred corruptions were

found in the Psalms only, and that by Protestants

themselves, how many might be found from the be*

ginning of Genesis, to the end of the Apocah/pse, if exa-

mined by an impartial and strict examination? And this

they made the ground of their scruple, to make use of tke

Common Prayer ; remaining doubtful,
" Whether a ma.n

may with a safe conscience subscribe thereto," Yea, they

wrote and published, a particular treatise, entitled, A De-

jence of the Minister's Reasons for Refusal of Subscribing.

The whole argument and scope of which is exclusively con-

cerning mis-translating. Yea, the reader may see, in the

beginning of the book, the title of every chapter (twenty-

six in all) pointing to the mis-translations there noticed itt

particular. (Petition directed to his Majesty, pag. 75, 76.)

Mr. Carlisle vouches, That the English Translators have

-depraved the sense, obscured the truth, and deceived the

ignorant : That in many places they distort the Scriptures

from the right sense, and that they shew themselves to love

darkness more than light ; falsehood more than truth :

which Dr. Reynolds objecting against the Church of

England, Mr. Whitaker had no better answer than to say,

What Mr. Carlisle, with sotne others, has written against

some places translated in our Bible, makes nothing to the

purpose ; I have not said otherwise, but that some things

may be amended. (That Christ descended into Hell, pag,

116, 117, 1 18. 121. 144. Whitaker's Answer to Dr. Key-

wolds, pag. 255.)

H
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ment, to be informed, after all you have

learned this day, that the more enlightened

The Ministers of Lincoln Diocese could not forebear, in

their great zeal, to signify to the King, that the English

translation of the Bible is a translation that takes away

from the text, that adds, to the text, and that (sometimes) to

thc'cJianging or obscuring of the meaning of the Holy Ghost ;

calling it yet further, A translation which is absurd and

senseless, perverting (in many places) the meaning of the

Holy Ghost. (See the Abridgment which the Minis-

ters of Lincoln Diocese delivered to his Majesty, pages

. 11,12,13.)

For which cause, Protestants of tender conscience's

made great scruples of subscribing thereto : Hozo shall I

(says Mr. Burgess) approve under my hand, a translation

fchicJi hath so many omissions, many additions, which some-

t'nncs obscure, sometiiacs pervert the , sense ; being sometimes

senseless, sometime* contrary. (Burgess's Apol. Sect. 6, and

. in Covel's Answ. to Burgess, pag. 93.)

This great evil of corrupting the Scripture, being well

considered by Mr. Broughton, one of the most zealous

sort of Protestants, obliged him to write an epistle to'thv

Lord's of the Council, desiring them with all speed to

procure a new translation : Because (says he) that which it

now in England, is full of errors. And in his Advertise-

ments of Corruption, he tells the Bishops, That their pub-

lic, translation of Scripture, into ENGLISH, is such, as thai

it perverts the texts of the Old Testament, in eight hundred

andforty-eight places, and that it causes millions of million^

to reject the New Testament, and to run to eternal Jlames :-
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Protestants themselves have reversed their

principle, and have resumed that to which

A most dreadful saving, certainlyj
for all those, who are

forced to receive such a translation for their only Rule of

Faith. (See the Triple Cord, pag. 147.)

King James the First, thought the Geneva translation to

be the worst ofall ; and further affirmed, That in themarginal

notes annexed to the GENEVA translation, some are very

partial, untrue, seditious, 4"c - Agreeable to this are also

these words of Mr. Parkes to Dr. Willet, Asfor the

GENEVA Bible, it is to be wished, that it was either

purged from those manifold errors, which are both in the

text, and in the margin, or else utterly prohibited. (See

the Conference before the King's Majesty, pag. 46, 47.

Apologies concerning Christ's descent into Hell.)

Now these our Protestant Englisii translations being

thus confessedly corrupt, absurd, senseless, contrary, and

perverting the meaning of the Holy Ghost ; had not King

James the First just cause to affirm,
" That he could never

yet see a Bible well translated into ENGLISH." And whether

such falsely translated Bibles ought to be imposed upon

the ignorant people, and by them received for the wry

Word of God, and for their only Rule of Faith, I refer to

the judgment of the world; and do freely assert with Dr.

Whitaker, a learned Protestant, That translations arc so

far forth only the Word of God, as they faithfully express

the meaning of the authenticated text. (Conference before

"his Majesty, pag. 46. Whitaker's Answer to Dr. Key.

nolds, pag. 235.)

H2
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they had objected in the Catholic Church.

According to Mr. Lancaster's *
system of

education, writes a distinguished Protestant

preacher,
" After the youth has made suffi-

cient elementary progress, the Bible is put

into his hands, and without creed, or cate-

chism, or commentary, he is left to form his

own selection of doctrines. How little such

a vagrant introduction is fitted to advance

the interest of real and practical Chris-

tianity, I will leave to the common sense

of any man to determine: to me it appears

the readiest and shortest of all methods to

form SCEPTICS and INFIDELS. It is, in

truth, no other than th? vain delusions of

Rousseau reduced to practice. This

philosopher, in his utter detestation

of prejudice, thought it best to leave

* I am far from wishing to derogate from the just

daim, which Mr. Lancaster has upon the gratitude of his

country. His system ol education is the best that can be

devised for the poor. Provided, therefore, I am allowed to

explain the CREEJ) and the SCRIPTURES to the child, I

care not who is employed to teach him to read them

except that I should certainly prefer him who most

succeeds.
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his imaginary pupils entirely to them-

selves
;

to let them grasp after wisdom,

uninfluenced by paternal solicitude, and

undirected bv hereditary information. 13'it

it was soon discovered that a savage, not

a sage, would be the result of this absence

of- prejudice, and but a few years must

convince the public, that any thing but a

Christian, may be formed from this \vikl

and uubottomed scheme of instruction.

It is a system which under the pretended

garb of Christianity could only introduce

a more probable species of infidelity and

scepticism, call this religious initiation

what you may, it is a mere scaffolding for

deism; and if the youth of every pountry
were universally educated in it, we need not

hesitate to assert, that within the course

of a few years, there would be less of

Christianity subsisting in that country,

than there is in any part of Europe, \\ hich

can be mentioned at the present momem.*"

* The Crisis of Religion, by the Rev. E. W, Grinfield,

pages 14, 19, 20, Rivington,
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Surely, then/an instrument so destructive,

is ill calculated to build with.

Another very high Church authority*

among Protestants, expresses astonish*

ment, that it could be supposed,
" that the

nations of the east might be converted to

the religion of Christ merely by translating

the Bible into their several languages, and

circulating those translations among such

of the natives as can read :"
{C

Were, in-

deed, the mere studying of the Bible, it

continues, sufficient, not only to convert

idolatrous nations from their errors, but

also to make them members of Christ,

children of God, and inheritors of the

kingdom of heaven ; why were the apos-

tles commanded to go into all the world,

and PREACH the gospel to every crea-

ture, when they could have written the

gospel in all the languages of the earth,

and thus converted the nations by writing,

without incurring those clangers, to which,

* British Critic, Vol. 38. p. 534.
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by travelling and preaching they were

daily exposed ?'*
" * It is vain to say,

that those who can read, may derive their

own religious principles from the word of

God ;
for a variety ofknowledge, to which

the lower orders of society can never attain,

is necessary to enable any man to extract

from the Bible a system of religious prin-

ciples, calculated to direct his conduct in

every circumstance which may occur dur-

ing life."

And lastly, the learned Dr. Marsh, a

distinguished Professor of Divinity in the

University of Cambridge, most earnestly

contends against the Protestant principle.^
" Let me ask," he says,

" whether the

Bible itself is not capable of perversion,

whether the best of books may not be mis-

applied to the worst of purposes ? Have

we not inspired authority for answering

this question in the affirmative? St. Peter

himself, speaking of the Epistles of St.

Paul, said,
" In which are some things

* British Critic, voL 39, p, 591. f Inquiry, p, 7,
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hard to be understood, which they that

are unlearned and unstahle wresr, as f

hey
do also the other Scriptures, unto their

own destruction." Would St. Peter, if he

had lived in the present age, have thought
this admonition less necessary, than in the

age of the apostle* ? Can churchmen,

therefore, who know, that one party

wrests the Scriptures, by the aid of false

interpretation, into authority for the re-

jection of the Trinity, and the Atonement,

that another party wrests them into au-

thority for the rejection of the sacraments,

that other parties again, on the authority

of the same Bible, prove other doctrines,

M hich are at variance with our own, think it

unnecessary, when they distribute Bibles to

the poor, WHO ARE INCAPABLE WITH-

OUT ASSISTANCE OF JUDGING FOR THEM-

SELVES, and who alone are the objects of

gratuitous distribution, can churchmen,

I say, under such circumstances, think it

unnecessary to accompany the Bible with

the Liturgy, in whi< h the doctrine of the

Trinity, the Atonements, the sacraments,
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with other doctrines of our Church, are

delivered as contained in the Bible ? It is

not the Bible itself, BUT THE PERVERSION

OF IT, the wresting of the Scriptures (as

St. Peter expresses it) by the " unlearned

and unstable/' with which England now

swarms, that the danger proceeds, and

this danger must increase 'in proportion as

we neglect the means of counteracting

It." *

My Friends, I believe that I have now com-

pletely fulfilled my engagement, to prove,

that the Bible cannot be intended by God,
as the ONLY rule and authority, from which

men are to learn religion ; and, therefore, I

have succeeded in subverting the grand and

fundamental principle of the Protestant

Reformation. But here you will sensibly

observe, look to thy introductory text, and

see if it do not contradict thy words From

thy infancy thou hast' known the Holy

* This is exactly the steady, sober language, which the

Catholics have used for two hundred years, whilst the

Reformers have run mad with the Bible-fever.

I
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Scriptures, which can instruct thee to Sal-

vation, by the faith which is in Christ

Jesus. (2 Epis. Tim. iii, 15.)

My Brethren, this very text forms an

additional proof of the unfitness of Scrip-

ture, to be a rule of faith for all men
; by

shewing the great learning, the great pru-

dence, and the great experience which are

necessary for the study of it. Of all sciences,

that of the sacred Scriptures is the most

complicated and profound : it compre-

hends the moral history of man un-

folds the views and proceedings of G od, and

requires, in the student, deep and universal

learning. To understand the Scriptures, it

is not sufficient that the reader discover

the true meaning of a solitary passage he

must, moreover, be acquainted with the cir-

ctimstances in which it was written, and the

persons to whom it was addressed. He must

be able to combine the facts and passages

M'hicb are connected
;

in order to collate

and compare them he must take advan-

tage of the lights and learning of others :

and all this is necessary even to ground a
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hope of escaping confusion and error.

Let us now, for one moment, review the

text before us. Is it not true that the

holy Scriptures can instruct to salvation,

by the faith which is in Christ Jesus ? Yes,

most true they do instruct us to salva-

tion when properly understood. But that

Scripture is the vital rule of instruction, is

a consequence that by no means follows.

For first, I ask, with an authority already

quoted,
" Was not St. Paul and the other

apostles, sent also to instruct to salvation ?

2dly, Why did Jesus Christ promise to be

with the pastors of his Church till the end

of the world, unless that they might in-

struct to salvation ? Besides, what were

these Scriptures, of which St. Paul here

speaks to Timothy, and which hehadknozvn

from his infancy ? Were they the I^ew
Testament? No that volume was* not

even written
; yet would not nine out of

ten of these private biblical judges, sup-

pose that he was speaking of it, and thus

be led into error? If any doubt remain

on this subject listen to the authority of
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the apostle St. Peter, In the Epistles of

St. Paul certain things are hard to be un-

derstood, which the learned and unstable,

wrest, as they do also the other Scriptures,

to their own destruction. (2 Epis. iii. 16.)

My Brethren, I wish you also to ob-

serve, that to t]ie greater part of mankind,

the Bible had not even an existence till

full fourteen centuries after the establish-

ment of Christianity." For until the in-

vention of printing, which happened about

that period, copies of the Scriptures were

only to be found among the rich and the

learned, and it was not till a considerable

time after, that men were able generally to

take advantage of that fortunate discovery.

Nor let the Protestant suppose that this

-was the effect of the Reformation. The

ligbj; which has shone upon the world, is

accidental, and the natural consequence of

the fortunate invention of printing. And
if we consider the difficulties against

which men had to contend previously to

that event, in the acquisition of science,

we shall find much
greater cause for ex-
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which they made*", than at the extent to

which it has heen carried in modern times.

Jn conclusion, I believe it only remains

for me to state the real faith of Catholics

on the subject of the holy Scriptures. My
Brethren, we believe that .they are a part

of the inspired word of God, and may be

read by all Christians with benefit to

piety and virtue. We wish all to be

acquainted with the Scriptures we wish

all to understand them well.f Yet at the

# See the Antiquities of the Saxon Church by Lingard.

f The following injunctions respecting the Scriptures

are extracted from the Council of Trent, Sess. 5. c. 1. de

Refor. Lest the heavenly treasure contained in those sacred

books, which the Holy Ghost, with an excess of bounty,

has presented to mankind, should lie neglected, the holy

Synod, mindful of the pious ordinances of Sovereign

Pontiffs and approved Councils, embracing them and

strengthening them with additions, has ordained and de-

creed, that in churches where there exists a prebendary, or

benefice, or salary under any other name, set a part for

lecturers on sacred Scripture the Bishops, Archbishops,

Primates, and other local ordinaries* shall oblige and com-

pel those, holding such prebendary, benefice, or salary,-r-

to expound and interpret the sacred Scriptures themselves,

should they be equal to the duty or by a proper substi-
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same time, we. wish all to recollect, that,

as far as the writings of the New Testa-

tute, remunerated, if necessary, out of the said benefice,

and chosen by the Bishops, Archbishops, or other local

ordinaries. Moreover, such prebendary, benefice, or salary,

shall be exclusively conferred upon persons who are equal

to discharge the office themselves any other appointment

being null and invalid. But in Metropolitan and Cathedral

Churches, if the city be great and populous, as also ivi

Collegiate Churches of any considerable town, though not

bishoprics, should there be a numerous clergy, without any

prebendary, benefice, or salary of this nature, then, ipso

facto, the first vacant benefice, to which an incompatible

office is not annexed, shall be considered set apart and for

ever assigned to that object : cases of resignation being

excepted. And if in such church there do not exist

such benefice, or one adequate, the Metropolitan or Bishop

himself, at the head of his Chapter, by an assignment of

the fruits of some simple benefice, its just obligations

continuing or by a contribution from such as hold bene-

fices in the city and diocese, or in any other manner

which may be most convenient, shall see that the lecture

on sacred Scripture be given ; yet not so as any way to

interfere with other lectures, established by custom, or for

any other intent. And in those churches whose annual

income is small, and where the clergy and people, are not

sufficiently numerous, conveniently lo have a lecture on

theology, let there at least be a master chosen by

the Bishop, at the recommendation of the Chapter, who

may instruct the clerical and other poor scholars in gram-
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ment are concerned, they >have an exis-

tence subsequent to the preaching of the

Gospel to all nations. Gospel, or GOD'S-

SPEL, in old English, signifies Goci's-

mar, in ordr, that with the assistance of God, they may
be enabled to proceed to the study of the sacred Scriptures.

And therefore let the fruits of some simple benefice be

assigned to such master of grammar, to which he shall be

entitled as long as he continues to discharge that duty;

at the same time, however, the benefice is not to be

diverted from its proper object : or let some provision

be made from the episcopal or capitular tables or let

the Bishop provide for him in that way which may

be most convenient to himself and the diocese. So that

this pious, useful, and excellent institution on no account

whatever be neglected. In monasteries of Monks also,

where it can be conveniently effected, let there be a lec-

turer on Scripture. And if the Abbots prove neglectful

in providing one, let the Bishops of the places, in quality

of apostolical Legates, expressly delegated for this purpose,

by regular proceedings compel them to compliance. In the

convents moreover of other Regulars, where studies can be

conveniently prosecuted, let there be also appointed a

lecturer on Scripture, chosen from the most able professors,

by the general and provincial chapters. And moreover, in

public universities, where this most honourable and neces-

sary of all lectures has not been instituted, let the piety and

charity of religious princes and governments provide for it,

-so that the Catholic faiiii may be defended and strength-

ened, and sound doctrine protected and propagated. And
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word, and is both written and unwritten*'.

The Catholic Church has never absolutely

prohibited the reading of the Scriptures :

where the lecture has
'

been instituted, but discontinued,

let it be re-established. And lest under the form of

piety, wickedness should be disseminated, the same holy

synod has ordained, that no one shall be admitted to this

office, either publicly or privately, who has not been exa-

mined by the Bishop of the place, as to his life, morals,

and learning, and been approved by him, &c.

* In the Bible we observe, that mention is often made

of writings, which are not at present existing, viz. ; Is not

this written in the book of Jasher ? (Josua x.13.) sometimes

also styled the Book of the Just, (2 Kings i. 18.) Again,

Solomon spoke three thousand proverbs, and his songs were

one. thousand andfive. (3 Kings iv. 32.) The acts ofDavid,

first and last, are written in the book of Samuel the Seer,

and the book of Nathan the Prophet, and the book of Gad

the Seer. (1 Chron. xxix. 29.) The books of Nathan the

prophet are again noticed in 2 Chron. ix. 29. as also the

books of Ahias the Silonite, and the visions ofAddo the Seer,

And in chap. xii. ver. 15. notice is taken of the books of

Semeias the Prophet, and of Addo the Seer, which appears

to be a different work from his book of visions, specified

above. And in chap. xiii. ver. 22. mention is made of the

history of Abia, of his ways and works, by the prophet Ad-

do and in chap. xx. 34. of the book of Jehu, son of Ha-

nani and chap, xxxiii. 19. alludes to the works of the say-

ings of the Seers. We have also lost the Book of the Wars

<tj
the Lord, cited in Numbers xxi. 14. Likewise the



and if she ever appeared averse to that

practice, it was at a time when a spirit of

novelty took possession of men's minds

Annals of the Kings ofJuda and Israel, so frequently men-
tioned in the books of Kings and Puralipominon : which

Annals were written by the prophets, who lived in the

kingdoms ofIsrael arid Juda.We also want the works noticed

in 3 Kings iv. 33. and 2 Mac. ii. 1. It is incumbent then
on the advocates for the sufficiency of the Scripture, as an
exclusive rule of faith, to inform us, by what means we are

to procure this lost-written word of God, in addition to

those books which are extant For if, as the apostles (Heb.
i. 1.) inform us, God spoke in time past unto thefathers by
the. prophets and (2 Peter 2 Ep. chap. i. ver. 22.) that the

toly men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy
Ghostit is evident, to demonstration, that we want some

parts of the written word of God and, of course, that the

Protestant rule of faith is proved, by the written word it-

self, to be mutilated and defective. In addition to this, it

may be observed, that St. Paul in his first Epistle to the

Corinthians (chap. v. ver. 9.) says, I wrote to you in one

epistle Quere Where is it? St. John also tells us,

(2 Epist. ver. 12.) that he had more things to write ;but
would not by paper and ink but would tell them face to

face.
'

He repeats the same in his third Epistle, verse 13.

reserving what he had to say, until he could speak mouth
to mouth : and in chap. xxi. ver. 25. of his Gospel he de-

clares, that the world itself could not contain the books-

which might be written. It was not till the world had
existed two thousand years and more, (during which pe-
riod men had been directed by instruction or tradition,)
that Moses, the first Scripture writer, began to write

K
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when unlearned mechanics became preach^

ing theologians, and when the professed

object was to subvert and change that

faith which had been once delivered to the

saints. Continue then, my Brethren, to

read them, but under the guidance and

instruction of that Church, with which

Jesus Christ is to abide all days even unto

the end of the world

Our Saviour committed no part of his doctrine to writing,

nor even the apostles, till disputes began to arise among

the converts. The written word, then, succeeded their

preaching; yet they wrote to none whom tiiey had not

previously instructed. St. Luke (chap. i. ver. 2.) tells

us, that he composed his Gospel from tradition ;
and in

-verse the 4th, mentions instruction to have preceded, in the

mind of Theophilus, the written word which he addressed

to him. Again, when St. Jude found it necessary to write,

it was, as he observes, (chap. i. ver. 3.) to beseech his disci-

ples to contend earnestly for the faith once DELIVERED to

the saints. In short, was the faith of St, Stephen and

others who expired, before the New Testament was com-

mitted to paper, a written faith ? Was the faith of Abel,

Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Sarah, &c. a written faith ? Is

the faith of children and youth, a written faith ? E)o not

Protestants teach the Creed, termed the Apostles Creed,

before they teach the Scriptures? Out of thine own mouth

Jjudge thee. (Luke xix. 22.)

FINIS.



Published by the same Author, Qvo. Price 4s.

A

DEFENCE OF THE ANCIENT FAITH;

OR

FIVE SERMONS IN PROOF OF THE

Christian Brtigt'on.

12/720. Price 5s. 6d. in Boards,

LITURGY,
OR

A Book of COMMON PRAYERS, and Adminiftration of

SACRAMENTS, with other Rites and Ceremonies

of the Church, for the Ufe of all ChrifHans in

the United Kingdom of Great Britain

and Ireland.

ERRATA.

Pa*e 8, line 25, for Litany read Liturgy.

!3
?
_

s, omit the Prince Regent.

j7 ? is, for deducting read deducing.

S5? 7, for arguments read argument.

Keating, Brown and Keating, Printers,

38, Duke-street, Grosvenor-square, London.











lit U<H I
' Tf I f'* ' ' iV 41 M^f* *

i

;w*v iva

^w*.fcWiir ". "I
'

Y *n

fe'tfe



W Wl *ff*.
Y/Wj/fy v''I* i

"
(

, IT/}! j

ft?'*!''^'''^!/
WTOifl^j5"M

< '^i fi!
j|
'I? 'I '^*

J

y.-.il J, .f^. l-t , -P.U: .I' '-'I',.,. *'




